Last Lights In the North
for wind ensemble






Last Lights In the North

Northwestern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Dr. Mallory Thompson, conductor

premiere
Fehruary 26th, 2016, Evanston, IL

notes ahout Last Lights in the North (2016)

This piece also presented a first chance to collaborate with my alma mater since I relocated to North Carolina in
2014. The title alludes to Northwestern which can be seen from any of Chicago’s North side piers at night as the
last lights one can see looking northward. The new Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Center for the Musical Arts
building is among those lights.

The piece begins placidly, in a memory of the quiet evenings on Lake Michigan, looking north from Chicago.
Then it “zooms in” toward the vigorous creative environment that I was immersed in during my seven years on
campus.

Last Lights in the North is dedicated to Mallory Thompson and Northwestern University’s Symphonic Wind
Ensemble. I worked directly with this ensemble in the creation of my first wind ensemble composition, Catclaw
Mimosa a few years prior. That piece was quite challenging, especially rhythmically, and their execution set the
bar high for what is possible to write for band. When Dr. Thompson approached me about writing a new work
for the group, I decided to showcase the group’s talents with an even more challenging work that tests the
ensemble’s ability to fit together in tight rhythmic synchronicity. In Last Lights, performers contribute to
rhythmic grooves and gestures in which each part only performs a piece and the whole emerges as the
composite of all the parts. The particular challenge of executing these composite grooves is that each part is
equally important and exposed. I wanted to showcase the Symphonic Wind Ensemble as a collection of top-
notch soloists and sections, as I know it to be. I hope the piece will present itself as a unique challenge to other
advanced wind ensembles as it ventures beyond Evanston, since this ensemble has now proven it can be done.

duration
6’30”

henhjertmann@gmail.com H www.benhjertmann.com



INSTRUMENTATION

Flute 1 Trumpet 1 in Bb
Flute 2 Trumpet 2 in Bb
Flute 3 Trumpet 3 in Bb
Bass Flute” Horn 1in F “If no bass flute is available bassoon & clarinet 1 should perform the
Oboe 1 Horn 2 in F cues at the beginning of the piece. Beginning in measure 40, the bass
Oboe 2 Horn 3 in F flutist moves to C flute and from there to the end of the piece doubles
Bassoon 1 Trombone 1 Flute 3.
Bassoon 1
a Trombone 2 “* The piece may be performed without a string bass.
Contrabassoon Bass Trombone
Clarinet 1 in Bb Euphonium One player to a part is assumed, however, doubling parts is left to the
Clarinet 2 in Bb Tuba discretion of the conductor. “Solo” and “tutti” appear in the score in
Clarinet 3 in Bb String Bass** case parts are being doubling, but these do not imply that doubling is

preferable.

Bass Clarinet Percussion 1

Alto Saxophone 1 Percussion 2
Alto Saxophone 2 Percussion 3
Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

PERCUSSION

Performer 1 Performer 2

Performer 3

Music Stand* Music Stand* Music Stand*
Concert Bass Drum 4 Timpani “Setup”: 2 Button Gongs, Tam-Tam,
Drum Set 5-Octave Marimba Suspended Metal Plate, 2 Brake Drums
Marimba

* Music Stands need to be sturdy and have a thin metal edge on top (not bent) for bowing. The five lines on the staff represent
resultant pitches low-to-high respectively. Pitches are relative, not specific. The changes of pitch will be difficult to execute as
notated. Performers should do their best to control pitch using rosin, bow speed, bow pressure, and bow angle. The result is
somewhat indeterminate.

** Drum set dynamics are kept extremely simple, mostly mf. The conductor should communicate with the drum set player to
balance the volume with the ensemble. Ideally, the drummer should be able to play with energy and not overwhelm others.

PERC. 3 “SETUP” KEY
higher-pitched lower-pitched higher-pitched
brake drum button gong button gong
0 P © i~ ©
| ] | — P2y ©O
lower-pitched tam-tam sus. metal plate
brake drum (med.-1g.) (bell-like sound)
DRUM SET KEY
Kick Drum Floor Tom Tom Snare HiHat _— O s "China" Crash Cym.
X > »><
i i< | j j
= I |
(normal)  (rimclick)  (with pedal) (closed)  (open)

* Floor Tom should be muted, for example with a towel, to sound closer to a kick drum

** HiHat is assumed closed if no articulation appears

*** "Open" HiHat should be played only very slightly open (ca. 1 cm), producing a hiss sound rather than the metallic rattle which would be produced
if it was opened more than 1 cm.

QUARTER TONE SYMBOL

# = Clarinet 1 has a C half-sharp notated, which will sound as a B half-flat, in between B and B flat.
To accomplish this pitch, look up a quarter-tone fingering, for example, from the Rehfeldt New
Directions for Clarinet book.
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Clarinet in Bb 2-3 | é g 2 2
Bass Clarinet <§ g 2 2
Alto Sax. 1-2 <§D 1 3 4
Tenor Sax. <§ 2 2 2
Baritone Sax. -\é 2 2 2
Jd=176
Trumpet in Bb 1 | é g 2 2
Trumpet in Bb 2-3 | é 2 2 2
HominF 1 4 é g 2 2
Horn in F 2-3 | é g 2 2
Trombone 1-2 9: g 2 g
Bass Trombone 9: 2 2 2
Euphonium & Tuba \9: 2 2 2
String Bass 9: 2 } } } 2 } 2 }
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Percussion 1 |-H 2 2 2
Percussion 2 |HH 2 2 2
Percussion 3 |HH 2 2 2
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B. FL

Ob. 1-2

Bsn. 1-2

C. Bn.
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"Setup": Two Button Gongs - Susp. Metal Plate - Tam-Tam - Two Metal Plates (w/ hard yarn or rubber mallets) ‘

‘Tam—Tam, mute immediately after notated duration‘
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